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Leslie Bell is in a class of her own. 
Literally.
 After St. John Nepomucene 
Catholic School in Ennis closed last 
summer, several hundred students 
had to fi nd new grade schools and 
high schools to attend for the 2008-
2009 school year. 
 Although all students were 
affected, those approaching their 
senior year of high school had the 
most diffi cult adjustments, as they 
needed their class ranks and tran-
scripts to apply for college. 
 Bell, the only St. John senior 
to transfer to Bishop Dunne High 
School, was able to embrace the 
students and environment of the Oak 
Cliff campus, making a transition not 
only smooth, but successful. She said 
it was the other students who helped 
her make the adjustment.
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 “It was diffi cult at fi rst, going 
somewhere new my senior year, but 
the students made it easy to blend 
in,” she said.
 Despite coming in senior year, she 
has assimilated with other students 
and she has made some new friends 
that “I defi nitely won’t ever forget.” 
 When the decision was made to 
close St. John’s, the Diocese of Dallas 
allowed seniors from St. John’s to 
graduate with their original class 
ranks.
 On Saturday, May 23, during 
Bishop Dunne’s graduation ceremo-
nies, Leslie graduated as St. John’s 
last valedictorian. 
 Leslie says that maintaining this 
status made her feel “as though I 
accomplished what I set out to do,” 
because the hard work she put in at St. 
John’s made her transition to Bishop 
Dunne less stressful. 
 While she found the Bishop 
Dunne classes challenging, she was 

able to perform up to valedictorian 
standard to maintain this class rank. 
She has worked hard to prepare for 
college next semester, when she will 
be attending the University of Texas 
at Arlington to major in physical 
therapy. 
 St. John’s was a small school in the 
city of Ennis and Bishop Dunne is a 
much larger high school in Dallas. 
 Leslie says while it was diffi cult 
for her to leave the school that she 
attended the previous five years 
she “enjoyed the opportunities” 
that attending a larger school like 
Bishop Dunne provided, such as the 
“newer facilities and a wider variety 
of classes.” She said this enabled 
her to receive a “better education at 
Dunne,” and feels prepared for her 
fi rst college class. 
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Leslie Bell receives her diploma from Bishop Kevin J. Farrell at 
Bishop Dunne’s graduation ceremony May 23.
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Graduates celebrate at the Bishop Dunne graduation at SMU McFarlin Auditorium.
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Graduates listen to a speech during the Bishop Dunne commencement ceremony.
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the June 12 issue of The Texas Catholic.


